
St Silas Church, Blackburn    CreativeArts@Silas 

 

 

 

 
Café Concerts   Season 2025 

Saturday, May 31st  

Michael Pain  Organ (Batley Parish Church) 

************************************ 

Programme  
 

Fanfare 

William Mathias (1934 – 1992) 

Fantasia and Fugue in C minor BWV537 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 – 1750) 

Cornet Voluntary in G major 

William Walond (1719 – 1768)  (Grave; Allegro) 

Trumpet Voluntary 

John Stanley (1712 – 1786) arr. Henry Coleman 

Spiritual Setting “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” 

Marianne Kim (b. 1970) 

Choral No. 3 in A minor 

César Franck (1822 – 1890) 

Berceuse 

Louis Vierne (1870 – 1937) 

Final (Symphonie 1) 

Louis Vierne (1870 – 1937) 

 

 



Michael Pain was born in Bristol, where he had his first organ lessons with Clifford 
Harker, the Cathedral Organist.  

Later, as Organ Scholar of St. Peter’s College, Oxford, he studied with Dr. Bernard 
Rose and was an organ pupil of James Dalton.  

Further study followed with the concert organist Michael Austin.  

More recently, he was taught by Roger Fisher, of Chester Cathedral. We were sorry to 
hear of Roger’s death in June 2021.  

As Assistant Director of Music at Canford School, Dorset, from 1978 to 1986, he took the 
Chapel Choir on tours of Northern France on two occasions, and there were frequent 
visits to sing Choral Evensong at Cathedrals in the South West. For a time, he com-
bined his teaching post with that of Sub-Organist of Wimborne Minster.  

Between 1986 and 2021, he was Organist to Bolton School (Boys’ Division), from where 
some of his past pupils moved on to Organ Scholarships at Liverpool Anglican Cathe-
dral and Oxford University.  

Michael recently retired as Director of Music at Bolton Parish Church after thirteen 
years, and during that time he took the Choir to sing Evensong at a number of Cathe-
drals, including Ripon, Lincoln, Lichfield and Peterborough.  

He has given a large number of organ recitals, with venues including Colston Hall, 
Bristol Cathedral, Blackburn Cathedral, Bradford Cathedral, Chester Cathedral, Wim-
borne Minster, Halifax Minster, St. Anne’s Lytham, Christchurch Priory, and churches 
in Denmark, including a broadcast for Danish Radio.  

 

Upcoming Organ Concerts in the 2025 Season 

Saturday, Sept 13th      Nigel Spooner  

Saturday, October 11th   Robin Stopford 

Please see the 2025 Concerts and Events Season brochure for a full listing 

Contact: Fr Paul , Interim Vicar    M: 07866696891   E: frpaulp@yahoo.com 


